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16th May 2003 
 

Veterans’ Gold Card misses Budget again 
 
 
Independent Member for New England, Tony Windsor has again expressed 
disappointment that Gold Card eligibility for Veteran’s Entitlements has not 
made it into the Federal Government’s Budget. 
 
“I am disappointed that a group of ex-service men and women who were 
prepared to defend our country during World War II have again been 
overlooked for access to Gold Card benefits in this year’s budget. 
 
These people were in the position of defending our Nation’s shores and their 
service should be recognised. 
 
In some instances, these people were injured during training and could not be 
sent overseas however, they were prepared to go wherever the Government of 
the day directed and as such should now be eligible for the Gold Card,” Mr 
Windsor said. 
 
Mr Windsor believes that it is the term “qualifying service” that needs 
redefining to include those people who were actively engaged in the Australian 
armed forces during World War II whether they saw the enemy or not. 
 
“The definition of ‘qualifying service’ is the sticking point here and it is 
obvious to most that there is a need to review this so that those ex service men 
and women now in need of help can be included. 
 
I will continue to draw this anomaly to the attention of the Government and 
lobby for the necessary changes so that those deserving veterans who have been 
overlooked can access the Gold Card benefits and enjoy a better quality of life 
in their latter years,” Mr Windsor said. 
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