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12 November 2003 

          
           Northwest Farming Community 
                          Waits On NRAC 
 
The Independent Member for New England, Tony Windsor MP, is supporting the request 
currently before the Federal National Rural Advisory Committee (NRAC) to extend the same 
assessment criteria that currently applies to Moree West croppers to the entire North West EC 
area. 
 
Mr Windsor said, “The proposal currently before NRAC is an attempt to bring all 
northwestern farmers into the same assessment criteria as Moree West.  This appears to be a 
sensible proposition given the inability of most north western croppers to access loans and 
interest rate subsidies under current E.C measures.  This proposition would allow farmers 
confidence to continue with a reasonable level of business activity within their community 
and encourage a quick restart to cropping activities when weather conditions permit.” 
 
“Winter crop harvest is a crucial part of the north-western economic cycle and unfortunately 
the current harvest will not contribute at the level local businesses need due to recent frost 
damage and poor planting conditions. These businesses will also suffer due to the inability of 
many farmers to commit to a summer crop due to inadequate moisture profiles and NRAC 
need to be aware that this proposed extension will help the entire region.”  
 
“The inability of NRAC to consider the whole community is an issue that needs to be 
addressed by the national drought review process”, concluded Mr Windsor. 
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