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7 December 2005 
 

Nationals Barwon candidate mishandling of truth proves 
need for Independent 

 

Independent Member for New England, Tony Windsor believes comments made by National Party 
candidate for Barwon Kevin Humphries about Mr Windsor’s support for the ethanol industry and 
specifically the Primary Energy project in Gunnedah proves that Barwon needs to elect an Independent at 
the 2007 NSW election. 
 
“Kevin Humphries comment saying that I would not give my support to the Primary Energy project in 
Gunnedah is at best ill informed and at worst a blatant lie and follows a well worn path established by the 
National Party. 
 
The comments are easily refuted by a letter from Primary Energy signed by Matthew Kelley thanking me 
for the ‘amazing interest and support shown by you (me) in our project throughout the past 24 months.’ 
 
Mr Kelley went on to say, ‘…you Tony, have provided support for our cause beyond the call of normal 
duty and have aided in applying pressure to the parties involved to ensure legislation was achieved that 
will see the development of a strong domestic Renewable Fuels Industry for rural Australia…..We know 
this has been achieved in the face of adversity and I congratulate you in taking the leadership and strength 
necessary to achieve this outcome. An amazing result!’ 
 
Mr Windsor said that the proponents of the ethanol industry including Mr Kelley spent 18 months 
working out of his Canberra office to lobby for assistance and they worked very hard to achieve the result 
they did. 
 
Mr Humphries in his letter says that he ‘highlighted the difficulty that Mr Anderson would face in 
Cabinet gaining support for the industry’s development and that this was a good opportunity for him (me) 
to help provide regional support for such a project.’ 
 
“Mr Humphries argument is flawed in that he joined the National Party to get things done then admits 
that the then Deputy Prime Minister and Leader of the National Party that holds the balance of power in 
the House of Representatives couldn’t achieve a result for the ethanol industry in the cabinet without my 
help. 
 
 The number of speeches I made and questions I asked in the Parliament along with media releases put 
out on my position of support for the ethanol industry and for the Primary Energy project are easily  
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obtained and should have left any reader including Mr Humphries in no doubt as to my support for both 
the industry and the project.       
 
Mr Humphries comments should therefore be seen as nothing more than a political swipe made to divert 
attention on the issue of taxing water structural adjustment payments – an issue that has been causing a 
great deal of discomfort for the Member for Gwydir as he has condoned and in fact implemented the 
practice in the past. 
 
If anyone in Barwon needed a reason to vote for an Independent at the next election, I think this is a good 
one. 
 
For a prospective candidate to put his name to this untruthful rubbish shows where the National Party has 
slid to in credibility. 
 
It is a very bad start for someone trying to put themselves forward as a credible individual,” Mr Windsor 
said. 
 
 
 
Attached  
 
Copy of the Letter from Mr Kevin Humphries on Moree Nationals Letterhead 
Copy of Letter from Mr Matthew Kelley – Director - Primary Energy Pty Ltd 
Copy of Letter from Mr Chris Harrison and Mr Bill Elliott – Dalby Bio-Refinery Limited 










