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Government abr ogates telecommunication responsibilitiesto
small and remote communities after full sale of Telstra

Telecommunications infrastructure development appears to be focussing on the
continuation of the rollout of broadband however Independent Member for New England,
Tony Windsor believes that there are still areas of need that require Commonwealth
Government input.

According to Mr Windsor, the Commonwealth Government is abrogating its
responsibilities to smaller and remote communities in the provision of mobile phone
services that are needed to keep these communities in the communication and technol ogy
loop.

“Some smaller and remote communities like Yetman and Legume in the New England
electorate are missing out on telecommunication services that over 95% of the population
now take for granted.

It appears from this budget that since Telstra has been sold off by the Government, the
Government believes it no longer has a role in delivering services like mobile phone to
small and remote communities despite them being just as entitled to have such a service.

The Government has taken an ‘all care — but no responsibility’ attitude since its sell off
and despite all sorts of promises and guarantees that telecommunications services in the
country would be ‘up-to-scratch’ and comparable to metropolitan services, there are still
some small and remote communities that are being left to the devices of market forces and
unfortunately they do not have the numbers to make it attractive for service providers to
deliver that service.

The Government really must reassess how it can help these communities keep up with the
developments of the 21% Century or will they just be left to fend for themselves?” Mr
Windsor asked.
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