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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Fred Nile in Sydney – Barnaby Joyce in Canberra 
 

Liverpool Plains Farmers under-“mined” again!! 
 

Liverpool Plains farmers can feel rightly shafted after being again undermined by Senator Barnaby Joyce 
and his fellow National Party colleagues with their watering down of a notice of motion moved in the 
Senate by the Greens designed to halt mining exploration there until the completion of the independent 
expert evaluation the hydrology of the region. 
 
The Independent Member for New England Tony Windsor has condemned the Nationals for once again 
deserting the farming community of the Liverpool Plains. 
 
“This is becoming a familiar path of the Nationals saying one thing in the paddock and another in 
Canberra. 
 
On Tuesday, the Nationals watered down a motion in the Senate which had set out to protect agricultural 
land underlain with groundwater reserves. 
 
They did the same thing in November last year with Nationals Leader in the Senate, Barnaby Joyce who 
missed the vote then saying that it wouldn’t have happened had he been there. 
 
Well this time Senator Joyce was there and it happened again and under his name. 
 
No wonder he is called “Back-down-Barnaby!!” Mr Windsor said. 
 
Mr Windsor said that like Fred Nile and the Shooters Party who destroyed a recent attempt in the NSW 
Parliament, the Nationals have introduced a weak alternate motion which refers the issue back to the 
NSW and Queensland Governments and they have walked away from their constituency. 
 
“The Nationals surely must realise that the Federal Water Act has implications for mining and other 
activities in the Murray Darling Catchment. 
 
“The Nationals motion does nothing to add momentum to the campaign to stop BHP from mining the 
alluvial floodplain of the Liverpool Plains. 
 
“All their watered down motion does is to recreate the same circumstances that already exist at a State 
level that is that the State requires an environmental assessment before mining activity proceeds. 
 
“That is exactly the issue the Caroona people have been fighting against – an inadequate State-based 
planning process that has no regard for potential offsite downstream impacts. 
 
“For the Federal Nationals to stand up and effectively endorse what the NSW Labor Government is 
currently doing makes a nonsense of any support articulated by them in the Electorate.  ../2 
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“They have been there before when the Mineral Council bullied them into changing their vote in 
November 2008. 
 
“They carried out a similar betrayal by essentially introducing an amendment that endorsed the State 
planning process,” Mr Windsor said. 
 
Mr Windsor was also very critical of Liberal Senator Bill Heffernan whose pathetic behaviour to a 
constituent in the corridors of the Senate over the issue has only served to show his ingenuous support for 
the Liverpool Plains farmers. 
 
“Senator Heffernan has previously said when heading up a Senate Food Security Inquiry in Gunnedah 
that he was to be the champion of country people. 
 
“He said to them the Liverpool Plains farmers, ‘as you go to sleep tonight you will hear the sounds of the 
bugle in the distance, that will be the Cavalry arriving.’ 
 
“Well clearly they did not arrive yesterday – but you could hear the bugle - It was sounding the Retreat!” 
Mr Windsor said.  


